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Agape: Live the Promise hopes to inspire and equip churches to “live the

promise” of Psalm 68:6 – that “God sets the lonely in families.” Agape of Central 

Alabama is committed to seeing this promise lived out for vulnerable children.

Agape: Live The Promise is a promising plan for foster care, equipping churches 

to flood the child welfare system with well-trained and well-supported foster 

families. In the U.S., there are 300,000 churches and 400,000 children in foster 

care. If every church raises up and supports one foster family, then there will be 

more than enough families for children and specifically, sibling groups, to have 

loving Christian homes.

We know churches want to engage. They simply need a strong vehicle or, as 

we like to call it, a Family Advocacy Ministry (FAM).  Envisioning, Establishing 

and Equipping a FAM to thrive within your local church is facilitated through the 

training presented at our Agape: Live The Promise Advocate Clinic.

The Advocate Clinic provides church volunteers, or Advocates, with detailed 

training on how to begin and maintain a strong FAM at their church. The first 

Agape: Live The Promise Advocate Clinic will be held on January 25, 2020 at 

Redland Hills Church in Wetumpka, AL.  We’d love to have you join us to learn 

more. Contact Amanda at agunn@agapeforchildren.org for more information 

and to register for the advocate clinic.

FROM THE  
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

We have all been there: frustrated, 

overwhelmed, and ready to give 

up. Then someone who cares about 

us says, “Let’s try to see if we can 

do this together.” Suddenly, the 

problem doesn’t seem as daunting. 

Our attitude becomes more hopeful 

because we are not alone. Sharing 

our burdens makes the difficult 

times more manageable. Together 

makes a difference.

This year, Agape has had the 

opportunity to walk alongside 

hurting children and expectant 

parents in crisis. Agape has been 

honored to help. We have meet them 

in the midst of the struggle and have 

said, “Let’s try going through this 

together.” Working together not only 

benefitted those in need, but it also 

benefitted Agape. As a result of our 

partnering with those who are in 

need, we have had the privilege of 

seeing God moving and working in 

midst of this world’s brokenness.

This annual report will share just 

a taste of the impact Agape has 

witnessed this year. Impact that 

has happened because you have 

seen the brokenness of this world, 

and you have joined Agape’s staff, 

foster parents, and adoptive parents 

to say, “Let’s try and see if we can 

do this together.” 

Thank you for your prayers for and 

support of Agape. 

Steve

Agape: Live the Promise

Agape Staff
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Tamara came to an Agape foster 

home in June of 2018. The referral 

said she had some hearing loss, but 

communicated well. However, the 

foster mother picked up a child who was 

completely deaf with no language at all. 

She pointed, grunted and threw fits to 

get what she wanted. The foster family 

had no previous experience with a 

hearing impaired child. DHR considered 

placing her at the Alabama School 

for the Deaf in Talladega, where she 

would live away from family year round. 

The Agape foster family immediately 

reached out to the regional office of the 

Alabama Institute for Deaf and Blind 

(AIDB) to find out how to help her locally. 

Tamara started sign language classes, 

including one with her foster family. 

The family was also paired with an 

interpreter who spends the school day 

with her; this has allowed Tamara to 

attend regular classes at the local public 

school. According to the foster parents, 

Tamara’s first grade teachers and 

classmates were so kind. Together, they 

chose to learn her language and be part 

of her world. 

Today Tamara is doing wonderfully. She 

currently signs so quickly that the foster 

family has to slow her down for them to 

understand. She is making A’s and B’s 

and fits right in with her peers. Tamara 

has been introduced to Jesus, and she 

loves Bible stories at bedtime. The 

foster mother says,  “We can’t imagine 

life without this sweet child.” 

This foster family has done an amazing 

job of meeting the complex needs of 

this child. They are quick to praise the 

resources they accessed for Tamara 

and will tell you it has been a team effort. 

Ecclesiastes 4 says, “Two are better 

than one, because they have a good 

reward for their toil. … And though a man 

might prevail against one who is alone, 

two will withstand him – a threefold cord 

is not quickly broken.”

Agape is blessed with great mission-

minded foster parents. They are the 

hands and feet of our ministry. They are 

the ones changing diapers, bandaging 

knees, wiping tears, calming fears, and 

teaching soft hearts about Jesus. We 

are so grateful for the improvement 

in Tamara’s life. Her future looks very 

different than it did a year ago. You 

are an important part of that future. 

Together, with your support and prayers, 

we can change the future for many 

more children. 

Together, We 
Make a Difference

124  
children found safety 
in nurturing, Christian 
foster homes

44%  
increase in number of 
foster homes 

40  
children were returned to 
healthier families or were 
placed with relatives

3 
children were adopted by 
foster parents
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It was around 3 in the afternoon on 

Monday, May 11th, when Grace and 

I got the call from Agape’s  adoption 

supervisor, Caitlin, telling us that, not 

only had we been placed, but we had 

been placed with twin baby boys. All we 

knew is that there were two babies, one 

was sick, and one would be at our house 

that evening. We soon learned how 

serious Emmanuel’s medical condition 

was and that he had a 50/50 chance of 

surviving the next few days. 

There is no training to prepare you for 

that moment. You are about to meet 

the child that you prayed for...and he 

might die before you even get to hold 

him. You’re faced with a choice in that 

moment: You can hold back and wait to 

see what happens or you can begin to 

love that child with everything that you 

have. My wife and I chose to love Manny 

that night, and, in his mercy, God spared 

our son’s life. 

Together with God’s Mercy

Shortly after we got home from the 

hospital that evening, Elisha arrived 

in our home. Caitlin gave us about 

five minutes of instructions on baby 

basics and then encouraged us as new 

parents. Grace and I looked at each 

other – we were now parents. Though 

the danger wasn’t looming over Eli’s life 

like it was Manny’s, the same choice was 

presented to us: Are we going to love 

this baby with all that we have or wait 

until we get the “all clear” from the social 

workers and the birth mom? Again, we 

chose to love our son, and God, in His 

mercy, has allowed us 

to keep making that 

choice every day for the 

past six months. 

Our community and 

family have stepped 

up in so many ways 

to care for our family 

throughout this Sandahl Adoption

“The greatest, and most touching aspect of watching adoptive families and birth families 

come together, is often on discharge day from the hospital. There is an unspoken unity that 

takes place during these meetings. The presence of the Lord is tangible, present among the 

grief and brokenness, gently weaving families together.”  ~CAITLIN INMAN, ADOPTION SUPERVISOR

DOMESTIC 
9 babies were placed with  

8 loving, Christian adoptive families 

INTERCOUNTRY 
Provided home studies and 

post placement reports for 36 
families seeking intercountry 

adoption services

Brown Adoption

a n  a d o p t i o n  s t o r y

journey – watching them love our 

children has been one of the greatest 

joys. We love our sons, and we can’t wait 

to tell them the story of how they came 

into our lives and changed everything 

for the better. 

A D O P T I O N

Grace, Andy, Elisha 
and Emmanuel 

Wood with Caitlin 
and Amy

 Manley Adoption
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ADOPTION PLANS 
8 made an adoption plan

PARENTING PLANS 
71% of the mothers made a 

parenting plan

ALREADY PARENTING 
56% of our moms were 

already parenting

AVERAGE AGE 
24.4 years old

Someone of a certain age or 

background or circumstance? Actually, 

Agape’s clients represent a wide variety 

of ages, backgrounds, and reasons for 

seeking assistance from Agape.

Regardless of their profile, our Agape 

maternity advocates consider it a 

privilege and honor to walk side by side 

with each individual client.

Do you ever shop at Publix? If so, you 

know that if you ask for assistance in 

locating an item, they will walk with you 

to the right shelf, ask if they can help 

you with anything else, and smile before 

they head off. It’s a very nice service.

If a little bit of hand holding at the 

grocery story goes a long way, how 

about when someone is making one 

of the hardest, most emotional, and 

important decisions of her life? Amy, 

Nancy and Edie, Agape’s maternity 

workers, become guides, counselors, 

mentors, and friends as they walk their 

“Hospital staff often compliment our social workers on 
how well each of the women we serve are cared for. They 
are often astonished that a child welfare agency so fully 
and completely wraps their arms around each and every 
woman.” ~KELLY CURRY, CHILD AND FAMILY THERAPIST

M A T E R N I T Y 
S E R V I C E S

When you think of Agape’s crisis pregnancy work,  
does an image of a "birth mom" spring to mind?

(Left) Agape Baby Boxes are filled with essential items any newborn would need. 

These are given to moms who choose to parent to help them on their journey.  

(Right) Agape Hospital Care Bags are given to every mom Agape works with, 

whether they choose an adoption plan or parenting plan. These bags are filled with 

love and items to help comfort them in the hospital and beyond.

If you would like to help restock our Baby Boxes or Hospital Care 
Bags, please contact Amanda Gunn (agunn@agapeforchildren.org) 
or call 334-272-9466.

with Moms

Agape ministered to  
43 expectant women in crisis

clients through the process of what is 

best: to parent or to place her child for 

adoption.

Together they pray for wisdom. 

Together they look at options.

Together they decide what is best. 

Together they make a plan.

Together they see it through. 

Together.
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REVENUES

EXPENSES

Annual Report
FISC AL YE AR OC T.  2018 -   SEPT.  2019

Agape’s support comes from a variety 

of sources. It is the church that supports 

Agape in its budget or hosts an Agape 

Sunday. It is the business owner who 

helps support Agape events. It is the 

faithful monthly giver. It is the family 

that makes the coin can a part of 

teaching their children to love others. 

It is the church group that decides to 

bless birth mothers with a back pack to 

meet their needs after they give birth. 

It is the sweet children who send their 

children’s church contributions to help 

the children of Agape. We are thankful 

for each individual, church and business 

that mirrors God’s heart for vulnerable 

children. Together, we have reflected the 

unconditional love of Christ. 

Helping vulnerable children is the focus 

of our daily expenses. In Fiscal Year 

2018, 77% of our daily expenses went 

GRANTS
2%

to direct service of vulnerable 

children and expectant parents. 

Agape does receive some fees 

from Adoption Services and 

our Enhanced Foster Care 

Program (sibling groups of 

four or more) to offset some 

of the expenses. However, our 

maternity services and traditional 

foster care programs do not 

receive any income and are dependent 

on the generosity of our friends 

and supporters. 

MATERNITY

ADOPTION

23%

FUNDRAISING
15%

FOSTER CARE
25%

23%

THERAPY 
SERVICES

6%
ADMINISTRATIVE

8%

CHURCHES
15%

EVENTS
14%

FEES  
FOR SERVICES

INDIVIDUALS/ 
BUSINESSES

31%39%
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Parenting Together

We are looking forward 

to Agape’s upcoming 

events. Mark your 

calendars for 

February 25, 2020, 

for Connecting 

Hearts Montgomery 

at the Warehouse at 

Alley Station. It is sure to 

be a great night for Agape 

and for the ministry. This year, we 

will have Table Captains helping invite 

guests to the event in Montgomery and 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Jason Isbell, Chair

Joe Donaldson, Vice Chair

Cathy Gerachis, Treasurer

Patrick Jones, Secretary

Kenneth Hill

Charles Ingram

Andrew Itson

David Parsons

Wendy Plunkett

Stephen Presley

Jean-Noel Thompson

Willette Vaughan

Barry Wiginton

Birmingham. The Connecting 

Hearts Birmingham event 

date and location will 

be announced later, 

so watch for details 

on social media or 

the Agape E-news.  

If you are interested 

in more information on 

how to be a Table Captain, 

please contact Morgan Tuggle 

at mtuggle@agapeforchildren.org or 

at 334-272-9466.

I can’t tell you how many times I’ve 

said that to friends adopting – 

whether they were an Agape family 

or not! After walking through a very 

difficult adoption process, getting home 

with our daughter was our ultimate goal. 

We didn’t understand that the first year 

home would be the time we’d need the 

support of our agency more than ever! 

I’m so thankful we met with Kelly and 

Caitlin for some extra pre-adoptive 

education before we traveled, and were 

told about their post-adoption services. 

Having a TBRI trained therapist (who 

is also an adult adoptee) has been an 

incredible resource for our family. Kelly 

has been a source of so much wisdom, 

experience, and expert advice during 

challenging times – and my biggest 

encourager on our most difficult days. 

We celebrate three years with our 

daughter this month – and we still see 

Kelly for therapy and “parent coaching” 

sessions. Adoption is a life-long journey 

that truly begins once your child is home. 

I am so thankful that Agape is still right 

beside us – to love and support our 

family the entire way! 

 – Ericka Jackson 

“And when you get home, you should really set up a 
post-adoption therapy session with Agape...”

C O N N E C T I N G

H
E A R T S  2 0 1 9

of Central Alabama

ADOPTION 

ASSISTANCE WITH 
UNEXPECTED PREGNANCIES  

FOSTER CARE     

www.agapeforchildren.org



AGAPE of Central Alabama
P.O. Box 230472
Montgomery, AL 36123-0472

Upcoming Events

January 25, 2020 
Agape: Live the Promise 
Advocate Clinic

February 2020 
Coin Cans Distributed

February 25, 2020 
Connecting Hearts Montgomery

April 2020 
Connecting Hearts Birmingham

May 9, 2020 
Run for a Mom 5K

June 2020 
Coin Cans returned

Our whole staff is supportive of each other 
and always willing to help meet needs, 
whether that be through prayer or in 
more tangible ways. We are also blessed 
when our foster families are supported by 
churches working togethertogether to provide things 
like school supplies and Christmas gifts.” 
~JESSICA RUSH, FOSTER CARE SOCIAL WORKER

Join our Agape E-news! Sign up for updates throughout the year.  

Send your email address to Amanda Gunn (agunn@agapeforchildren.org) 

or look for the signup link on the Agape of Central Alabama 

(Agape4children) Facebook page.


